
 
Dear____________________, 
 
I am writing to you today in hopes that you will ensure that the arts stay in our 
schools. When you vote in the next session please consider what art does for the 
Texas child. 
 ~develops self-esteem and expression 
 ~fosters an appreciation for the work of others 
 ~increases problem solving skills 
 ~promotes critical thinking skills 
 
Research shows that students that have an art infused curriculum have better 
test performance. 
 
Business and technology writer Daniel Pink, a former chief speechwriter for Vice 
President Al Gore, presents a convincing argument in his book, A Whole New 
Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future, that our country is entering a 
new era—the so-called conceptual age—during which right-brained skills such as 
design and storytelling will become far more crucial than traditionally left-brained 
skills such as accounting and computer programming. While the latter skills are 
readily outsourced, transformative abilities such as empathy and creativity are 
crucial in a new age "animated by a different form of thinking and a new 
approach to life," he writes.  To read more thoughts by Daniel Pink, you can read 
his article written in Wired magazine, 
www.wired.com/wired/archive/13.02/brain.html    
 
In “the Nation and the Arts”. a Presidential briefing paper prepared by the 
Independent Committee on Arts Policy, stated: 
“Well-developed programs of making and studying art serve many functions.  
They help students better articulate their perceptions and shape coherent 
responses to their experiences.  When children learn to appreciate form and 
color…when they learn the importance of fashioning their own images of the 
world around them, they achieve greater discipline and self confidence.  Further, 
the arts have extrinsic public value as they are increasingly important to this 
nation’s economy.” 
 
We want you to pass a budget that supports fine arts in the elementary school 
taught by a certified art teacher.  We are entrusting you with their future.  Keep 
elementary art in my child’s school.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 


